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Time to 

celebrate 

the year 
   The Noon Kiwanis Club’s 
annual installation of offic-
ers and awards banquet will 
be held Thursday evening, 
Sept. 18, at Eagle Mountain. 

   Festivities start with a 
cash bar at 6 p.m. 

   “This will be a special 
night, since our club has a 
40-year history in our com-
munity,” said club President 
Mike Scharnow. “In addition, 
Kiwanis International is pre-
paring to celebrate its 100th 
anniversary in 2015, so we 
can look ahead to the future 
as well. 

   “Join me and Brenda as 
we celebrate our accom-
plishments of the past year 
and honor some special in-
dividuals who helped us 
achieve those goals. 

   “This will be a special 
night for Al Roselieb, too, as 
we welcome him as the new 
president for 2014-15.” 

   Incoming Lt. Governor Pat 
Irvine will be there to induct 
the new officers and preside 
over the ceremonies. 

   The cost is $30 per person, 
and a full buffet dinner will 
be provided. A sign-up sheet 
will be available at the Sep-
tember meetings. No regular 
luncheon meeting will be 
held September 18 in lieu of 
the banquet. 

   “We celebrated last year at 
Eagle Mountain, and every-
one was impressed with the 
facility and food,” Scharnow 
said. “Everyone’s welcome.” 

Two meetings a month 
   Your Board of Directors recently voted to change the meeting schedule for the 2014-15 Kiwa-

nis year, officially reducing the number of luncheon meetings to two per calendar month. 

   This change will take effect in October, when Al Roselieb takes over as club president. Meet-

ings will be held the first and third Thursdays of the month. For those months that have five 

Thursdays, for example, some type of social will be scheduled, perhaps in the evening. The 

official meeting schedule the past few years has been the first, second and third Thursday of 

the month, but it seemed to be confusing at times, especially when there were five Thursdays 

during a particular month. Plus, the summer schedules have been cut back to two per month 

the past few years without incident. 

   “The board felt two luncheon meetings were adequate to conduct club business,” said Presi-

dent Mike Scharnow. “The trend among many clubs nationwide has been to cut back to two 

meetings per month, plus a board meeting. Kiwanis meetings really should be about Kiwanis 

business — our service projects, our fundraisers, our members, our Kiwanis family, our ser-

vice leadership programs such as K-Kids, Builders and Aktion Club. 

   “These things are the heart and soul of Kiwanis. Having a meal and being entertained by a 

speaker or something like that should be secondary. We still offer many opportunities for fel-

lowship and camaraderie with our abundant service projects and fundraisers.” 

   Members can still get to know their fellow Kiwanians while performing service throughout 

the year. These projects are scheduled on a year-round basis along with fundraisers. “I’ve 

gotten to know many of our newer members at service projects,” said Scharnow. “Our club 

needs to adapt to the changing community and boost our interest in recruiting members who 

aren’t retired. New members aren’t interested in meetings as much as they are performing 

service to serve the children of the world. That’s how we will continue to grow.” 

Another successful blood drive! 

Rita Toma of United Blood Services, Key Clubber Kyle Storm, Noon Kiwanian John 

Rosenquist and blood drive coordinator Dr. Liz Smith relax a minute during the August 

blood drive. Liz and Paul Appeldorn are our award-winning coordinators.  A total of 136 

units of blood were donated over two days. The next blood drive will be held Nov. 21-22 at 

the Community Center, thanks to the Town of Fountain Hills. 



Fellow Kiwanians: 

   It’s difficult to believe that officially only one more month remains on my term as your club president for 2013-
14. They say that time flies when you’re having fun, so I must have had a lot of fun this past year. We have accom-
plished much, and I can only pray that you feel the same way. I want everyone to be proud that they are Kiwanians 
and that they are proud to be a member of the Fountain Hills Noon Kiwanis Club. If there is something we can 
do better, please let us know! We have implemented several of your suggestions this past year. 

   We’ve been trying to position this club for the future, and I believe we are well on our way to accomplishing that 
task. Being part of an all-volunteer organization can be very rewarding, but we need all our members to roll up 
their sleeves and contribute in some fashion — bringing in a new member, helping out with a service project, tak-
ing on a leadership role, calling on a fellow Kiwanian who hasn’t been around lately. We are a team, but for a team 
to be successful, we need every player fulfilling their duties. Part of being a Kiwanian means contributing “work” 
in some fashion. That’s what we do. Everyone has their own unique talents and skills to contribute — we appreci-
ate what everyone brings to the table! You just have to be willing to bring it to the table... 

   We have come together as a service club this past year to achieve many worthwhile goals. It wouldn’t have been 
possible without the help of all of you — fellow officers, boards of directors and, of course, all of our members. 
We made a difference this past year in the lives of many children, in the community of Fountain Hills and, indeed, 
throughout the world. This is why we join a service club — to perform service — and help make the lives of chil-
dren better. We train them to be leaders. We recognize them. We reward them. We give them scholarships for col-
lege. We provide them with fun activities. We make them feel important. We preach community service. 

   So thank you for coming alongside me this entire year and for contributing to the improvement of our club and 
our community. I know I’m leaving presidential duties in capable hands with Alan Roselieb. As you also know, 
however, we have a couple of vacancies yet when it comes to other officer positions. We will need folks to step up 
sometime this year so that our legacy can continue. You won’t be alone. You will have a lot of support. You will 
be part of a team. A winning team. We have several exciting things planned for the year ahead, the year of our Ki-
wanis International centennial. President-Elect Al will have more to say about those things in the coming weeks 
and months. Please support Al as much as you have me this past year. Together we can continue to accomplish so 
much more. Thank you for the privilege and honor of serving you.  

A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MIKE SCHARNOW 
Our year winds down 
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Terrific Kids 
   Look at those kids in the picture 

to the right. Awwww….aren’t 

they soooooo cute? They are so 

excited to be chosen as Terrific 

Kids at the Fountain Hills Charter 

School, they just couldn’t contain 

their huge smiles and giggles. 

   I’m a Terrific Kid? 

   Well, of course you are! 

  Our club has supported the Ki-

wanis-branded Terrific Kids pro-

gram for many, many years. 

   The Terrific Kids program is not 

based strictly on academics, but 

it honors students who are work-

ing hard, showing good charac-

ter or demonstrating leadership 

as a young person. 

   “It’s a wonderful program that 

kids need and which helps the 

community,” said Noon Kiwanis 

Club President Mike Scharnow. 

   “It’s these little things that en-

courage them to be a good stu-

dent to the best of their abilities.” 

   Participating schools include 

McDowell Mountain Elementary, 

Four Peaks and the Fountain Hills 

Charter School. 

   Phyllis Horan, a past president 

of Noon Kiwanis, made sure all 

the Terrific Kids materials were 

ready for the 2014-15 school 

year. 

   Site principals work with teach-

ers to recognize the Terrific Kids 

weekly with a certificate and oth-

er goodies supplied by Kiwanis 

and a photograph in The Times. 

  Teachers follow the characteris-

tics of a student who is “terrific,” 

which are as follows: 

   Thoughtful -- Concerned, helps 

friends who need help, conscien-

tious, appreciates what others do 

and has an understanding of oth-

er people’s freedoms and beliefs; 

Our recognition program is back once again 

   Enthusiastic – Eager, does the best he or 

she can, interested and on time; 

   Respectful – Respects others as well as self, 

polite, uses correct manners and is courte-
ous; 

   Responsible -- Dependable, honest and 

trustworthy; 

   Influential – Plays fairly and sets a good 

example for others; 

   Friendly – To everyone, including new stu-

dents and visitors, gets along with others and 
is a good neighbor; 

   Impeccable – Clean, neat and nice to oth-

ers; and 

   Caring – Concern for self and others and is 

considerate. 

   The program culminates each school 
year with a giveaway of six bicycles to 
outstanding Terrific Kids who made an 
impression on their respective schools 
throughout the year. 

   “We are proud to sponsor this program 
and recognize these Terrific Kids,” Schar-
now concluded. “These kids are our fu-
ture, and this is a terrific way to serve 
children. 

   “Kiwanis International encourages us to 
get involved in a program like this, and 
we always get a good reaction from par-
ents, teachers and, of course, the kids. I 
see bumper stickers all over town saying 
‘My kid is a Terrific Kid.’ This is great 
exposure for Kiwanis and our club.” 



Page 4 Kiwanis Kapers  

International Convention 
 

By Mike Scharnow 

Noon Kiwanis President 2013-14 
 

   In my 20-plus years of being a member of the Noon 

Kiwanis Club, sadly I had never been to an interna-

tional convention. I think I’ve missed a lot! Tradition-

ally our club has sent the sitting president to this 

particular annual convention, but obviously any Ki-

wanian can attend. 

   They have been as close as Las Vegas (it might 

have even been in Phoenix one year?) and various 

other locales around the United States, but every few 

years the conventions are held outside North Ameri-

ca. Besides my wife Brenda, two other “locals” also 

attended the two-and-a-half day convention in Chi-

ba, Japan — Ron and Joanne Smith. Ron is an officer 

with the Downtown Scottsdale Young Professionals 

Club and is a trustee on the Kiwanis International 

Foundation board. He also is coordinator of the Elim-

inate Project for the Southwest District. There were 

about a dozen of us at the convention from Arizona 

and New Mexico (the SW District). 

   The most distinct aspect of attending an interna-

tional convention is seeing and experiencing the 

truly “international” flavor and makeup of, well, Ki-

wanis International. As we all know, Kiwanis started 

in Detroit, Mich. nearly 100 years ago, but over the 

recent decades it has spread around the globe. More 

than 2,000 Kiwanians attended this convention just 

outside Tokyo. They also held the 50th annual con-

vention for the Asia Pacific  Region at the same time, 

so it was truly extraordinary. The Japan District of 

Kiwanis is one of the leaders in Eliminate pledges 

and donations. We were able to participate in a MNT 

walk with about 150 other Kiwanians one morning. 

Taiwan announced a $7 million donation to MNT, 

pushing the total past the halfway mark sought ($110 

million). We attended an MNT honors luncheon and 

an international dinner banquet where we sat with 

Kiwanians from Japan and Canada. While at the gen-

eral convention we heard from Imperial Highness 

Prince and Princess Akishino. 

   “I also was able to attend several workshops, meet 

some former international presidents and just take in 

the overall Kiwanis experience,” Scharnow said. “I 

learned a lot on this trip and met some outstanding 

Kiwanians both during the convention and afterward. 

It inspired me even more to push ahead with Kiwanis 

ideas and energy. 

   “Our club is doing great and I look forward to cele-

brating KI’s 100th anniversary along with the 40th 

birthday of our own club. These are exciting times!” 

 

True flavor of Kiwanis comes out during Japan event 

Brenda Scharnow, Joanne Smith, Mike Scharnow and Ron Smith at an inter-

national dinner featuring Kiwanians from throughout the world. 

Joanne Smith and Brenda Scharnow just prior to the Eliminate walk. Let’s 

face it — in any language this campaign means that Kiwanis is close to 

eliminating maternal/neonatal tetanus around the world. Kiwanians 

around the world are coming together to beat down this deadly disease.  
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Sign language, Japanese, Chinese — whatever — we are united as Kiwanians to eliminate tetanus around the world. 

Eliminate and Formula leaders unite on stage, 

representing the future movement of Kiwanis 

Being greeted at the airport in Tokyo by Kiwanians from Japan. 

The morning Eliminate 

walk, at left, and Presi-

dent Mike hanging with 

some locals during a 

break at the international 

convention in Chiba, Ja-

pan. 
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Reaching out to families 

Annual dues 

go up slightly 

   The board of directors recently ap-

proved a $10 increase to annual club 

dues, pushing the total annual renewal 

cost to $160 for 2014-15. 

   The increase was necessitated by a 

series of dues increases instituted last 

year by the Southwest District, which is 

increasing dues a grand total of $20 over 

four years ($5 each year). In addition, 

Kiwanis International will charge an ad-

ditional $4 per member this coming year 

to pay for mandatory directors and offic-

ers insurance, which before was an op-

tional expense for clubs.  

   “Last year we decided not to increase 

dues, even though the Southwest District 

dues went up $5,” said club President 

Mike Scharnow. “And they are going up 

another $5 this coming year. That, cou-

pled with the $4 increase to international 

dues, caused us to vote on the $10 in-

crease for our members.” 

   The administrative budget for the club 

is not expected to increase this coming 

year. 

   “I just want to emphasize that this in-

crease is not caused by any new or addi-

tional expenses caused by your board or 

the anticipated budget,” Scharnow said. 

“We are simply passing along increases 

that were initiated at the district and in-

ternational levels. 

   “Moving to the Sunset Kiwanis building 

this past year has helped our administra-

tive budget a lot. One of our biggest ex-

penses this year out of the administrative 

budget is paying for meals for our 

guests, and I don’t think we want to 

change that policy. We want to continue 

to reach out to our students, younger 

residents and any visitors we do have at 

our meetings.” 

A loose 

change col-

lection con-

tainer at a 

McDonald’s 

in Japan for 

Ronald 

McDonald 

House. 

Just part of the Noon Kiwanis contingent that traveled to Ronald McDonald in August. 

   Our service projects 

at the Ronald McDonald 

House — serving home-

prepared meals to fami-

lies staying at the facili-

ty — continue to be a 

perfect opportunity to 

invite prospective 

members and those just 

about to join the club. 

   We had a large con-

tingent show up at the 

earlier project in Au-

gust, and it provided a 

great introduction to 

what we do and how we 

reach out and interact to 

families having to suffer 

through the reality of 

having children in the 

hospital with serious 

illnesses. 

   A stay at the Ronald 

McDonald House pro-

vides them with free or 

lost-cost housing in ad-

dition to free meals for 

supper, courtesy of 

some visiting group. 

   The group even got to 

s e e  t h e  n e w l y -

remodeled Kiwanis 

room, which was unoc-

cupied at the moment. 

This project personally 

shows how Kiwanis 

serves the children... 

The obligatory pose with Ronald himself! 

Karen Good-

win and her 

grandkids chat 

with two 

youngsters in a 

wagon at the 

Ronald McDon-

ald House. 

Karen’s hus-

band, Marty, 

plans to join 

our club. 
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Aktion Club at Extended Hands 
   Continuing its proud tradition of ser-

vice, the Aktion Club of STARS and 

Fountain Hills Noon Kiwanis performed 

a service project at Extended Hands 

Food Bank Friday, Aug. 29. 

   Six members of the Aktion Club, ac-

companied by advisors Rick Hopwood 

and Charlie Fox, along with Mike 

Scharnow, Mike Wittman and Jon Gel-

ler, all met at the Fountain Hills food 

bank to help battle hunger in the com-

munity and outlying areas. 

   The crew worked for a solid 90 

minutes to go through two giant con-

tainers filled with all kinds of canned 

goods and other foodstuffs. The main 

task was to use markers and partially 

obliterate the UPC codes on food 

items. 

   “All the Aktion Club members 

worked hard and we were so proud of 

them for their dedication and good 

attitudes,” Fox said. “We look forward 

to bringing a different crew of Aktion 

Club members to the next service pro-

ject at Extended Hands. They just love 

to help out and perform community 

service. 

   “I invite other Kiwanians to join us on 

a project. They won’t regret it and they 

will be amazed at these special 

adults.” 

Rick Hopwood of STARS performs some random quality control checks at the food bank. 

Mike Scharnow, 

left, and Charlie 

Fox, right, work 

with Aktion Club 

members to sort 

through and mark 

canned goods at 

the Fountain Hills 

facility. 

Matt Wittman, at 

far left, works with 

Charlie Fox to 

mark a package, 

while Matt’s dad, 

Mike, at right, 

oversees the sort-

ing of food during 

the fun service 

project at Extend-

ed Hands. 

Photos by 

Flash Geller 



  September 2   Aktion Club meeting 

  September 4   Luncheon meeting; International convention  

  September 6   Service project at Extended Hands Food Bank 

  September 11   Luncheon meeting; protecting our youth 

  September 16   Aktion Club meeting 

  September 18   Annual banquet at Eagle Mountain 

  September 20   Day of Play at Fountain Park 

  September 25   NO MEETING 

  September 26-27  Concession booth at Oktoberfest 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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Kollecting Kans 

   Paul “The Kan Man” Ap-

peldorn encourages members 

to stay hydrated and drink a 

lot of liquids (in kans) and 

save those kans while the heat 

is still on outside. If Paul is not 

available at a meeting to col-

lect kans , see President Mike 

and we’ll figure out what to do 

with those kans. 

Adopt-A-Street 

   So that you can plan ahead, 

the next street cleaning op-

portunities are September 30 

and November 11. The August 

clean-up was rained out.  

   Talk to Paul Appeldorn if 

interested. Another great 

community service project! 

Help keep our local streets 

clean. 

Los guapos in El Paso 

That’s right — plenty of Spanish was spoken at the Southwest District Convention held 

Aug. 1-2 in El Paso, Texas. This good-looking group (‘los guapos’) represented the 

Noon Kiwanis Club at the event — Betty Pantuso, Mike Scharnow, Donna Yordy and 

Phyllis Horan. They attended all kinds of workshops, heard from SWD Governor Windy 

Mortensen and met the incoming governor, Joe DeBlasi, who is part of a Sun City club. 

The district continues to forge ahead with strategic planning and implementing ‘The 

Formula’ with the hopes of growing each club in each division. 


